
MING VASE:

Let me get dis straight!  Master Fothergill get to be real rich important man and 

everybody treat him like “Royalty” in dis city?

GRANDFATHER CLOCK:

I suppose you could say that.

MING VASE:

(Sighs, pleasantly surprised)

Den I in house of “Royalty” after all and everyting OK! Right?

MADAM CHAIR:

In a manner of speaking...  Yes!

MING VASE:

Good!

Sooooo… I hear we having big party tonight. What going on?

BLACK OUT

END SCENE

FX: (TRACK 10) - Scene change music - “They Signed It”

ACT I – SCENE 4 – THE GUESTS ARRIVE

Scene - A party at the home of PHILMORE 

FOTHERGILL.  

On stage are PHILMORE FOTHERGILL, 

ELIAS GUSSET, GEOFFREY GRANDHOLME, 

and RANDOLPH MELLVILLE.  

STAGE LIGHTS up.

PAUSE (TRACK 10)

ELIAS GUSSET is milling about, but it is as if no 

one sees him at all.  
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He tries to get his hands on some of the food but, 

the STAFF just keeps passing him by, unnoticed.  

FEMALE STAFF #1 is taking the food tray 

around, and MALE STAFF #3 is serving wine to 

the guests.

GRANDHOLME:

(To PHILMORE)

I must say, my good man, it’s quite daring of you to be able to overlook today’s 

happenings and continue on with this evening’s social gathering.

PHILMORE:

Nonsense, Geoffrey! What better way to dismiss the relevance of this absurdity than to 

proceed with one’s plans uninterrupted?

MELLVILLE:

Quite so!  Excellent point! And a most well executed plan, I must say.

GRANDHOLME:

Yes, indeed!  Now that I consider it, it’s a completely appropriate way to address the 

situation.  Well done!  Very well done, Fothergill.

PHILMORE:

Thank you, gentlemen.  You honor me with your compliments.

Enter MALE STAFF #4 escorting ISAAC and 

MARGARET WHARTON in as if they had just 

arrived.

(Seeing the WHARTONS)

Ah!...  It appears there are some new guests arriving.  Please, pardon me, gentlemen, 

while I welcome them.  

MELLVILLE and GRANDHOLME nod in 

agreement and PHILMORE goes to greet the 

WHARTONS.

(To WHARTONS)

Mr. Wharton...  Mrs. Wharton...  How good of you to come.
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MALE STAFF #4 exits.

ISAAC WHARTON:

A pleasure to be here, Sir.

MARGARET WHARTON:

It is always a delight to attend a social event in your lovely home, Mr. Fothergill.  

PHILMORE:

You are most kind, Mrs. Wharton.    

PHILMORE makes a gesture inviting them further 

into the room where GRANDHOLME and 

MELLVILLE are and they all gather together.

ISAAC WHARTON:

Although, I must say, Margaret and I were quite surprised to hear that you would still be 

proceeding with this gathering after the events of the day.

MARGARET WHARTON:

I was anticipating a last minute message advising us of a cancellation, under the 

circumstances.

PHILMORE:

We were just discussing that very thing. You both know Geoffrey Grandholme and 

Randolph Mellville.

ISAAC WHARTON:

Indeed we do!  How are you Geoffrey?...  Randolph?

MALE STAFF #3 approaches with a tray and 

offers the WHARTONS a glass of wine. They each 

nod and take a glass.

MELLVILLE:

Until this “Declaration”, I would have said I was quite well. But now?  I tell you 

truthfully, I am extremely distressed at the thought of this country’s future.

GRANDHOLME:

As am I.  I realize things have been strained between us and Mother England, but these 

current undertakings are much too drastic. 
(MORE)
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I understand it is their intention to create a new nation consisting of thirteen separate 

states...  Each with a considerable voice in government. Why, this idea of self-

determination is so radical. I find it ridiculous.  

MELLVILLE:

And disruptive!  The ability to conduct one’s daily business is already turned 

upsidedown.  

And you, Isaac! Your import and merchant business must be totally at risk.

ISAAC WHARTON:

I have already met with the British authorities and pledged my support.  I will be 

transporting armaments to the British military wherever and whenever needed.

(To PHILMORE)

As a matter of fact, Philmore, I was hoping to make arrangements with you for transport 

of such goods via your shipping line.

PHILMORE:

(Pleasantly taken by surprise)

Why...  Yes!… I would be happy to assist in getting those armaments…  Into the right 

hands.  Do you have any arms and ammunition ready for shipment at this time?

ISAAC WHARTON:

Indeed I do.  And I would like to arrange shipment right away.  Shall we meet tomorrow 

to make the arrangements?

PHILMORE:

(Somewhat gleefully)

Absolutely!  The sooner the better.

Enter MALE STAFF #4 escorting  MR. JOSEPH 

GALLOWAY and his daughter, MILLICENT into 

the room.

ELIAS:

(With lots of facial gestures and clearing 

of the throat to PHILMORE, directing 

him to look toward the doorway.)

Aahhhheeeeeemmmmmmm!!

GRANDHOLME: (CONT'D)
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PHILMORE:

(Seeing MILLICENT, his face changes to 

adoration.)

Oh!...  Please excuse me gentlemen…  And lady… I must welcome the new arrivals.

PHILMORE goes to greet them, shakes the hand of 

MILLICENT’S Father, and welcomes him 

graciously, but never takes his eyes off of 

MILLICENT. MILLICENT also keeps total 

adoring eye contact with PHILMORE throughout 

the greeting.

MALE STAFF #4 exits.

Mr. Galloway! Welcome to my humble home. Your attendance is a great honor, Sir.

GALLOWAY:

Your invitation was most welcome, Fothergill.  We are very happy to attend.

PHILMORE:  

(To MILLICENT)

And you, Miss Galloway… It’s such a…  pleasure to…  see you again.

MILLICENT:

Thank you, Sir.  I have greatly anticipated seeing you again, as well.

(PHILMORE and MILLICENT stand there for a 

brief moment just gazing into each other’s eyes until 

PHILMORE suddenly catches himself.)

PHILMORE:

Please come in and join the others.  

Mr. Galloway!...  I know that you know Mr. Grandholme and Mr. Mellville, but please 

allow me to introduce Mr. Isaac Wharton and his lovely wife, Margaret.

GALLOWAY bows slightly to ISAAC 

WHARTON in acknowledgement.
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MARGARET offers her hand and curtsies while 

GALLOWAY kisses her hand in a proper greeting 

fashion.

MARGARET WHARTON:

An honor to meet you, Mr. Galloway. And this must be your lovely daughter.

GALLOWAY:

Yes!  This is my Millicent. 

(MILLICENT curtsies slightly)

It pleases me to say that she is the perfect image of her dearly departed Mother, may she 

rest in peace.

MARGARET WHARTON:

Your wife must have been quite beautiful.

MILLICENT:

Thank you, Madam, on behalf of both my Mother and myself for the truly lovely 

complement.

MARGARET WHARTON:

A mere statement of fact, I assure you, my dear.

MALE STAFF #3 approaches JOSEPH 

GALLOWAY and MILLICENT with his tray and 

offers them each a glass of wine. They each nod 

and take a glass.

GALLOWAY:

(To ISAAC WHARTON)

Mr. Wharton!  Are you the same Wharton that is so well regarded in the field of imports 

and merchandise placement?

ISAAC WHARTON:

You flatter me, Sir.  I will, of course, have to leave such a note of high regard to those who 

rendered it. However, it is true that I take great pride in being the owner of a successful 

imports and merchandise business.
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GALLOWAY:
Interesting!  I would imagine, then, that you will be finding yourself quite caught up in a 

great deal of merchandise shipments to the British forces.  

ISAAC WHARTON:
Yes, indeed!  I was just making arrangements with Fothergill here regarding the use of his 

shipping line to help me in these endeavors.

GALLOWAY:
(To WHARTON)

Well, Philmore’s shipping line is the largest in Philadelphia and the surrounding areas, so 

you certainly are consulting with the right source.

(To PHILMORE)
But, Philmore!  I heard something most unsettling, this afternoon.  I do hope you’re able 

to put the matter to rest.

PHILMORE:
Do tell, Sir!

ALL are facing away from PAINTING

GALLOWAY:

(Accusing)

Two men from that Continental Congress group were seen entering your home this 

afternoon.  Forgive me, but I must ask, “Do you deny their presence here, and...  

consequently...  to which side do you lend your loyalty?”

ELIAS gets an “UH-OH!” look on his face.

PAINTING scowls at GALLOWAY and reaches 

out and “bonks” him on the head with his cane then 

quickly reassumes his “Posed” position.

FF TO (TRACK 11) - Sound Effect - A tapping thud on the 

head. 

PAUSE (TRACK 11)
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GALLOWAY is surprised and, at first, looks up to 

see where it came from, then turns and looks at 

PAINTING. He rubs his head slightly and looks 

around confused and, ultimately disregards it. 

PHILMORE:  
(Thinking quickly)

I deny no such thing, Mr. Galloway. Would you believe that they had the audacity to 

come to my home and request that I participate in shipping goods on behalf of their 

cause?

They all gasp with surprise.

After much discussion, I, of course, told them that... they could never show their faces at 

my home again.

ELIAS works his way over to the table and reaches 

inside the vase for the bottle of liquor that he 

stashed there earlier.

He keeps feeling around, but there’s no bottle. He 

scratches his head. He’s confused and disappointed, 

but finally gives up.

GRANDHOLME:
Good man!

MELLVILLE:
Why, the nerve!

PHILMORE:
(To GALLOWAY with indignity)

May I say, Sir, with response to your question regarding where my loyalties lie… I 

would like to put any question of same to rest right here and now!  You may be quite

assured that I will always be on the right side.

GALLOWAY: 

(Somewhat embarrassed)

Forgive me, Philmore.  I should have known better.  The events of this day have been so 

very unsettling and…
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PHILMORE:
(Interrupting in a more gracious tone)

Please!  Speak no more of it. I can assure you, all is forgotten.  

MUSIC RISES.

FX:  FF TO (TRACK 12) - Music - “In Service To The 

Crown” dialog over drum intro.

PHILMORE: (CONT’D)
You are quite right. It has been quite a day.  And, it would appear that there promises to 

be many more to follow, so I suggest we gather forces and remain a tight knit group.  We 

should make a pledge to keep each other  well informed of all happenings from here on, so 

that we can take steps to advance in the right direction.

MELLVILLE:
Excellent idea.

MUSIC RISES.

Sung by GRANDHOLME, MELLVILLE, ISAAC 

WHARTON, and  GALLOWAY.

MARGARET, MILLICENT, PHILMORE, and 

ELIAS stand to the sides and watch, respectfully.  

PHILMORE and ELIAS stand more rigid and never 

smile.

The singers need to be blocked/choreographed to 

look like their feeling a confident military bent, in 

many cases moving/marching in tandem with one 

another.  

They appear to ridicule the whole idea that the 

Revolutionaries could possibly think they stood a 

chance against the British Army/Navy.

However, when the musical mood changes, they 

begin to think about the seriousness of what going 

to war really means. Yet, for the last line, they 

return to being pompous and over confident.
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SONG: IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN 

GRANDHOLME, MELLVILLE, ISAAC 

WHARTON AND GALLOWAY:
(Sing)

THOUGH WE’RE LADEN WITH 

TAXATION’S HEAVY HAND

AND THE BURDENS OF THE LAW

TO SPEAK AGAINST THE KING

WOULD NOT SERVE US WELL

WE’LL STAY IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN

(IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN)

WE SAILED ORE THE OCEAN TO THIS FOREIGN 

SHORE

TO EXTEND OUR MONARCH’S REALM

WE DID SO WILLINGLY TO HONOR OUR KING.

WE’LL STAY IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN

(IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN)

GOOD SUBJECTS ALL ARE WE

(ALL ARE WE)

WE SERVE WHEN DUTY CALLS

(DUTY CALLS)

THIS CHALLENGE TO OUR WAY OF LIFE

WILL VERY SOON BE GONE

WE STAND WITH WHAT WE KNOW

(WHAT WE KNOW)

WE KNOW NO OTHER WAY

(OTHER WAY)

WE’LL FIGHT TO SAVE THE STATUS QUO

OUR KING WE WILL OBEY

(The singers do some choreographed 

pompous military-like movements 

together.)
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GRANDHOLME, MELLVILLE, ISAAC 

WHARTON AND GALLOWAY: (CONT’D)

(Sing)

OUR POSITIONS WE HAVE GAINED THROUGH 

GEORGE’S GRACE

WE WON’T JEOPARDIZE OUR WEALTH

THOSE REBELS WANT TO CHANGE 

OUR SAFE WAY OF LIFE

(TO CHANGE OUR WAY OF LIFE)

WE’LL STAY IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN

AND WHEN THE DIE IS CAST

(DIE IS CAST)

AND WE HAVE WON THIS WAR

(WON THIS WAR)

THIS CALL FOR REVOLUTION ENDS

WITH ENGLAND’S CANNON ROAR

AND WHEN THIS WAR IS PAST

(WAR IS PAST)

AND BELLS OF PEACE DO SOUND

(BELLS DO SOUND)

WE’LL STAND TALL AS LOYALISTS 

IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN

(TO THE CROWN)

WE’LL STAND TALL AS LOYALISTS

IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN

(The mood gets more serious and austere.  

There is a lot less movement as they 

seem to get a bit introspective.)

TO THE CROWN

WE WILL STAND

LOYAL TO THE CROWN

TO THE CROWN

THE FREEDOM RING - 42.



GRANDHOLME, MELLVILLE, ISAAC 

WHARTON AND GALLOWAY: (CONT’D)

(Sing)

THIS WAR WILL BE HARD FOUGHT

AND ENGLAND WILL REMAIN

THEN OURS WILL BE THE NOBLE CAUSE

REMOVING TREASON’S STAIN

VICTORY WILL GIVE US FAVOR

(VICTORY BE OURS AND FAVOR OURS AS WELL)

(GIVE US FAVOR)

ONCE AGAIN WE’LL PROUDLY STAND

IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN

WE WILL SERVE THE CROWN

AND MANY MEN WILL FIGHT

AND MANY MAY BE KILLED

THE BLOOD OF THOSE WHO PAY THE PRICE

WILL ON THE GROUND BE SPILLED

(BLOOD OF THOSE WHO PAY 

WILL ON THE GROUND BE SPILLED)

BUT, TRIUMPH WILL BE OURS

(TRIUMPH WILL BE OURS)

WHEN REBELS ARE PUT DOWN

(REBELS BE PUT DOWN)

WE’LL STAND TALL AS LOYALISTS

IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN

(WE WILL SERVE THE CROWN)

(SERVE THE CROWN)

(SERVE THE CROWN)

(SERVE THE CROWN)

(They seem to brush off the seriousness 

and return to being pompous and self-

assured)
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GRANDHOLME, MELLVILLE, ISAAC 

WHARTON AND GALLOWAY: (CONT’D)

(Sing)

WE REMAIN AS LOYALISTS 

IN SERVICE TO THE CROWN

MUSIC ENDS.

PAUSE (TRACK  12)

GRANDHOLME:

A wonderful sentiment and a grand expression of our cause, gentlemen.

MELLVILLE:

(To PHILMORE)

Philmore, my friend.  I cannot thank you enough for your decision to host this gathering 

this evening. It does my heart good to be in the company of those who share my 

sentiments as true Loyalists.  

GALLOWAY:

Indeed!  I must admit that when the news of this “Declaration of Independence” came 

across my threshold today I was greatly distressed.  To join with all of you this evening 

is good for the soul.

ISAAC WHARTON:  

If I may be so bold, I do believe I shall indulge in another glass of this very fine wine.  

Gentlemen!...  Won’t you join me?

GRANDHOLME:

Yes!  A fine idea!

PHILMORE:

By all means! Bring on more wine!

FEMALE STAFF #1 and MALE STAFF #3 bring 

new trays of glasses filled with wine to where 

GRANDHOLME, MELLVILLE, GALLOWAY, 

and ISAAC and MARGARET WHARTON are 

gathered.  (Away from the table)  
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ELIAS shirks back to a quiet area by himself.

PHILMORE and MILLICENT move away to 

speak alone just behind HANK THE TABLE.

PHILMORE: (CONT’D)

(To MILLICENT)

I’ve not had the opportunity to tell you just how lovely you are this evening, Millicent.

MILLICENT:

How very kind of you, Philmore.  You’re such a gracious host. You always know 

precisely the right thing to say to make your guests feel welcome.

PHILMORE:

I cannot think of any circumstance under which you would not be welcome here. I do 

treasure your visits.

MILLICENT:

(Blushing)

Why, Philmore Fothergill!  You make me blush with such verbal advancements.

PHILMORE:

Forgive me! I never meant to embarrass you.  I hope I’ve not been to forward.

MILLICENT:

(Uncomfortably changing the subject.  

Admiring MING VASE)

Philmore, I don’t recall seeing this vase before.  Is this new?

PHILMORE:

(He can’t stop looking at her adoringly)

Yes!  It arrived just today. Do you like it?

MILLICENT:

(She feels his eyes on her and starts to get 

a bit flustered)

Oh, yes…  Very much.  It’s truly a lovely piece. But…

PHILMORE:

But what?  Please… Tell me.
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