
BLACKOUT

END SCENE

ACT II, SCENE 2 – SPEAKING OF WHO’S FOOLIN’ WITH WHO!

Scene:  The empty Town Council 

Meeting Room, the next day.

STAGE LIGHTS UP ONLY

FX: Fade out and pause (TRACK 07)

Enter ETHAN TAYLOR and JAKE 
DANIELS examining papers as they 
walk.  They stop in front of the 
dais, in the middle of a 
conversation over the Agreement 

of Sale.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(To JAKE DANIELS)

I spoke to the Buyer’s attorney, and he assures me we can 
make a quick settlement on Thursday.  

I don’t know who this Buyer is, but they have to be holdin’ 
pretty heavy to be able to pull this thing off this quick. 

Their attorney is actin’ as “Straw Party” for the purchase.

JAKE DANIELS:
Man!  Whoever this Buyer is, they sure are secretive.  It 

kinda makes me a little bit nervous, to be honest with ya.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
Frankly, I don’t care who they are.  I just want this whole 

thing to be over with.

JAKE DANIELS shakes his head in 
agreement.  Suddenly they hear a 
rustling from behind the dais. 
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Upset over the thought that they 
were just overheard, ETHAN TAYLOR 

speaks.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Worried and annoyed)

Who’s back there?  Somebody back there?  Whoever you are, 
ya’ll come on out from behind there right now and show 

yerself!

A female hand timidly reaches up, 
holding a high heel in one hand, 
and bracing herself on the top of 
the table in order to get a hold to 
lift herself up.  It is RENEE 

TRACY.  She sits in ETHAN’S chair.

RENEE TRACY:
(Breathing a bit heavy, and 
trying to act as if 
everything is perfectly 
normal, but she looks all 

disheveled.)
It’s… Ummmmm… It’s only me, fella’s.  Nothin’ to worry ‘bout.  
I…  Ummmm… I…  I… just dropped my panties...  PEN!!!  I 
DROPPED  MY PEN, and I was just tryin’ to find it...

(She breaks into a big 
smile.)

That’s all!  Honest!

(RENEE now notices that she’s 
in the wrong seat.)

Shit!  Wrong seat!

RENEE rushes clumsily to get to her 
assigned seat and she takes a deep 
breath and gets a “Deer-in-the-
headlights” look on her face.  She 

tries to straighten out her clothes.

JAKE DANIELS:
Renee?  Ya’ll have come up with some pretty lame explanations 
of all sorts of things in your day, but this one has gotta 

take the cake.  Who’s back there with ya?
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RENEE TRACY becomes wide eyed and 
looks down at the floor in horror 
and then back at ETHAN TAYLOR and 

JAKE DANIELS.

RENEE TRACY:

Why... No one!…  

Pause.

No one else is back here.  Just little ole me.

Pause.

Absolutely no one…  Really!

ETHAN TAYLOR:

(Sighs)
Oh for God’s sake!  This is ridiculous.  Whoever ya’ll are, 

show yourself Right now!

There is a brief pause, and a man’s 
hand reaches up to pull himself up.

It is MASSOUD HABIBI.  ETHAN TAYLOR 
and JAKE DANIELS are flabbergasted.

MASSOUD has RENEE’S red bra hanging 

from one ear.

MASSOUD HABIBI:

(With a friendly grin)

Hello, gentlemen.  How are you today?...  Well, I hope.

RENEE TRACY is totally embarrassed.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
Massoud  What on earth do ya’ll think you’re doin’ back 

there?  And, don’t tell me you’re havin’ a 20% off sale.

JAKE DANIELS:
Seems to me a lot more than 20% came off back there.

RENEE TRACY groans.
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MASSOUD HABIBI:

(With a self-satisfied smile)
Since the answer to your question seems perfectly obvious, I 

will simply say that... like my fine quality rugs...

MASSOUD pauses and smiles sweetly 
at RENEE TRACY.

...I was getting laid!  With every bit as much quality, I 

might add.

RENEE stops looking embarrassed 
long enough to smile back at 
MASSOUD  in appreciation of the 

complement.

JAKE DANIELS:

(To RENEE TRACY)
Well!  This finally explains why ya were so quick to give 

Massoud such good deals on those Condo sales.

RENEE TRACY looks at ETHAN TAYLOR 
and JAKE DANIELS with a really 
guilty look and just shrugs her 

shoulders.

ETHAN TAYLOR:

(Totally frustrated)
Oh, never mind!  I can’t take much more of this.  My nerves 
are shot!

(To MASSOUD and RENEE)

The two of you!  Get out of there, and go...

Pause.

Well?...  Go anywhere but here!  RIGHT NOW!  And next time...  

GET A ROOM!

RENEE and MASSOUD scurry to pick up 
shoes and miscellaneous articles of 
clothes and clumsily try to leave 

the stage.  
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RENEE TRACY:
(While running off, pointing 
to underneath the table)

We HAD a room... until you two got here.

ETHAN, in a fury, points to the 
door and gestures for them to get 
out!

ETHAN TAYLOR:
GO, I SAID!!!

MASSOUD pulls RENEE off stage.  
They exit.

JAKE looks at ETHAN, and in a wide 
eyed fashion he gestures as if he 
is going to say something 
consoling, but ETHAN TAYLOR stops 

him in his tracks.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
DON’T SAY A WORD!  NOT ONE WORD!  I’ve had ENOUGH!

(Pauses, sighs)

I need a drink!

JAKE DANIELS:
Now, that is the best idea I’ve heard all day.  Come on!  I’m 

buyin’!

The following lines occur while 
they exit.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
I don’t get it.

JAKE DANIELS:
Get what?

ETHAN TAYLOR:
What’s he got that we don’t.  
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JAKE DANIELS:
Well?...  Renee, for one.

ETHAN groans.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Sighs)

How come things like that never happen to us?

ETHAN and JAKE exit.

FX: (TRACK 08) - Music - “Happy Days Are 
Here Again” - Piano 3rd. 

BLACKOUT

END SCENE

ACT II, SCENE 3 – ALL IS REVEALED…  OOPS!

Scene:  The Town Council Room, 

later that evening.

STAGE LIGHTS UP / HOUSE LIGHTS UP

There is a sign that reads:
“PUBLIC MEETING TONIGHT”.   

All the Council members, except 
DAISY BISKETT enter, bickering as 
they go and go to their assigned 
seats, continuing to bicker. 

ETHAN TAYLOR begins to look at 
his watch, impatiently, and then 
toward the door.  

Enter DAISY BISKETT with a tray 
of cookies.  She’s late.  She 
quickly places the tray on the 
refreshment table and hurries to 
her seat.  The other members just 

scowl at her for being late.

Fade out and pause (TRACK 08)
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DAISY BISKETT:

(Flustered)

Sorry, everyone.  I didn’t mean to hold things up.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Hitting his gavel on the 

table, annoyed)

All right, all right!  Now that everyone is here!

ETHAN scowls at DAISY.

Let’s get started.

ETHAN stands and addresses the 
audience.  His face changes to 
happy, with a big smile.

All the others sit there smiling, 
proudly, looking out toward the 
audience.

(To audience)
Welcome to all the good citizens of Regal, South Carolina!  
Once again we will dispense with all the usual “up front” 
amenities in order to get right to the announcement that we 
have for ya’ll.

The Town Council is happy to be able to announce to the 
public that we have managed to conclude an extremely 
lucrative deal for the benefit of our community.  We are 
proud to announce that we have sold the Beaumont Resort Hotel 

and Spa to...

ETHAN pauses, grins, and squirms a 
little.

... To... Another party!  For a sum that, we have been able 
to document, is absolute top dollar for what it’s worth.  As 
a result of this transaction, the town of Regal now has a 
really large cash account in the bank to go along with the 
equally large tax base that both the Regal Bazaar and the 
Beaumont Resort Hotel and Spa will continue to provide, as 

well as the “Bazaar” management fees.

ETHAN thinks a moment about how he 
just phrased that last few words, 
but shrugs it off and decides to 
just continue on.
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ETHAN TAYLOR: (CONT’D)
Our town’s accountant, Mr. Jake Daniels, is workin’ on the 
final calculations, but we are absolutely sure this is gonna 

result in a substantial tax decrease for every resident.

All the details of the transaction will be disclosed in 
Sunday’s paper so that everbody can be fully informed.

Additionally, one of the stipulations that we managed to have 
included in the Agreement of Sale was to make sure that 
everbody who works for the Hotel can rest assured their jobs 

are totally safe and secure.

The entire Board is beaming with 
pride and looking out into the 
audience for approval.  

HENRY LEATHERWOOD and LETTIE 
JOHNSON are planted in the 

audience. 

HENRY LEATHERWOOD:

(Stands up and calls out, 
flustered)

WOAH, WOAH, WOAH! WHO BOUGHT THE PLACE?

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Caught off guard by the 

question.)
Uhhhhh…  Well...  Now, see?...  That’s a very interestin’ 
question.  Ummm…  Well... It’s the funniest thing.  Ya see... 

it seems the buyer actually wanted to remain anonymous...

HENRY LEATHERWOOD:
ETHAN?  WHO BOUGHT THE PLACE?

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Beginning to sweat)

Now, now, Henry!  Settle down!  I’m gettin’ to that!  Ya 
see?...  The deal was just sooooo good, we just couldn’t turn 
it down.

LETTIE JOHNSON:

(Standing to address the 
Council)

WAIT A MINUTE!  I have somethin’ to say!
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ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Nervous)

Very well?...  The chair recognizes Ms. Lettie Johnson.

LETTIE JOHNSON:
(Pointing to HENRY 
LEATHERWOOD)

I can’t believe I’m actually agreein’ with “JUG HEAD”, over 
there, But...  for once in his life?... HE’S RIGHT!  We are 
entitled to know who bought that Hotel!  

This doesn’t sound quite right to me!  What are you people 
pullin’ here?

The Council Members are all looking 
out at the audience with surprise, 
and a slight look of guilt on their 

faces.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
Wait a minute!  I thought everbody would be ecstatic over 
this.  I just told ya’ll that, not only has this town been 
saved from extinction, but we are now way in the black.  What 

is the matter with you people?

HENRY LEATHERWOOD:

I agree it sounds good, but why can’t we know who the buyer 
is?

LETTIE JOHNSON:
Yeah!  We have a right to know who’s takin’ the place over.  

Suppose it’s the Mafia or somethin’.

HENRY LEATHERWOOD:
That’s right!  We don’t want some “Secret Society”, or 

somethin’, movin’ in and takin’ over our town.

LETTIE JOHNSON:
You people up there need to understand that ya’ll work for 
us!  We need to know who that buyer is!

During the next few lines, HENRY 
LEATHERWOOD and LETTIE JOHNSON 
gesture to encourage the audience 

to chime in.
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HENRY LEATHERWOOD:
(To audience.  Really 
encouraging the 
participation of the 

audience.)
LETTIE’S RIGHT!  WHADAYA SAY, EVERBODY?  YA’LL WITH US?  
LET’S DEMAND THEY TELL US WHO IT IS!

(HENRY LEATHERWOOD begins to 
chant.  LETTIE JOHNSON joins 
in and they both encourage 
the audience to join in.)

TELL US WHO IT IS!  TELL US WHO IT IS!  TELL US WHO IT IS!  

TELL US WHO IT IS!

The Council members keep looking 
back and forth at each other, not 

knowing what to do.

ETHAN TAYLOR:  

(Pleading during the 
Chanting)

But, People!  We don’t know who it is!  PLEASE!  PLEASE 

SETTLE DOWN!

The chanting continues.  Finally, 
DAISY BISKETT can’t take it 
anymore.  She stands up.  She is 

really upset over the whole affair.

DAISY BISKETT:

(Screaming)

ALRIGHT!  ALRIGHT!  IT WAS ME!  I BOUGHT THE THING!

The chanting stops abruptly. 

ALL, INCLUDING HENRY AND LETTIE:

WHAT?

DAISY BISKETT:
YOU HEARD ME.  I BOUGHT IT!  I AM THE SECRET BUYER!  THERE!  

IT’S OUT!  NOW YOU KNOW!  SO THERE!

All the Council Members look at 

DAISY BISKETT in complete shock.
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