
RENEE TAYLOR:
(Frozen with fear)

I second the motion.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Quickly, and without 

hesitation)
All in favor?

They all raise their hands with 
lightening speed

ETHAN slams down his gavel.

This meeting is adjourned!

BLACKOUT.

END SCENE

ACT II, SCENE 4 – WHAT’S TO BECOME OF US?

Scene:  The Town Council room.  
Ethan Taylor is sitting alone in 
his center seat.  He sits frozen, 
staring out into the audience as 
if he is having a nervous 
breakdown.  He has both hands on 
the table.  One hand is holding 
his gavel, pointing up and the 
other hand is just resting flat 

on the table surface.

Enter JEFF VESTIN who just goes to 
his usual seat, looking totally 
worn out.  JEFF also sits there 
staring off into space.  ETHAN just 
keeps staring straight out, in 

shock.

Enter TEDDY BUILDERMAN who goes to 
his usual seat, also looking 
totally worn out.  He just stares 

straight out.

JEFF VESTIN:

(Sighs, looking straight out.)

Any news?
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TEDDY BUILDERMAN:
(Still frozen and staring off 

into space.)

Nope.

JEFF VESTIN:

(Suddenly wondering)
If Ethan’s here...  Who’s out there handlin’ the situation?

TEDDY BUILDERMAN:
(Still frozen and staring off 

into space.)
Not sure.  All the town’s people are out front screamin’ for 
explanations.  They’ve all circled around Daisy, Jake, and 
Hannah.  When I left, Jake was cryin’ and Hannah was taking 
over.  Daisy was tryin’ to placate everybody by offerin’ them 

a free copy of her cookbook.

JEFF VESTIN:
(Turning his head slowly and 

looking at TEDDY in horror.)

Hannah?  Did you say Hannah was takin’ over?

JEFF looks out into the audience 
with a wide eyed stare.

We’re doomed!

You know?  I still don’t know what happened to Renee and 

Massoud.  You seen ‘em?

TEDDY BUILDERMAN:

Nope.  They could be in the next State by now for all I know.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Breaking silence but still 

staring out, a broken man.)
I don’t understand.  Everything was going so well.  When I 
woke up this mornin’, the sun was shinin’, and I was a 
prominent and wealthy attorney at law.

Now all I can think about is whether their gonna put me in 
handcuffs or not. I just can’t stand the idea of bein’ hauled 

off in handcuffs.
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TEDDY BUILDERMAN:

(To ETHAN, sarcastic)
That’s funny.  I heard you were really into that whole 

handcuffs thing.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Now looking at TEDDY with a 

scowl.)

That’s different!.. And you know it! 

(pause)  

Who told you about that?

TEDDY BUILDERMAN:

My lips are sealed.

Enter DAISY BISKETT.  She goes to 
her usual seat.  ETHAN, TEDDY, and 
JEFF all look at her, anticipating 

what she might say.

DAISY BISKETT:

(Dazed)
I was there...  I saw it...  But, I still don’t believe it!

TEDDY BUILDERMAN:

What?

JEFF VESTIN:

Yeah!  What happened?

Enter JAKE DANIELS and HANNAH 
IMALRITE.  JAKE looks totally worn 
out but somewhat at peace.  HANNAH 
has her arm around JAKE, consoling 
him.  HANNAH does not look the 
least bit ruffled or upset.  She is 

her usual perky self.

JAKE DANIELS:

(To HANNAH as they enter)

Thanks, Hannah.  I think I’ll be alright now.
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HANNAH IMALRITE:
(Consoling and smiling 

sweetly.)
That’s good, Jake honey.  Why don’t you just sit down and 

take a minute to get together with yourself.

JAKE nods his head in agreement and 
sits down in his usual seat.  
HANNAH sits down in her usual seat 

as well.

DAISY BISKETT:
Gentlemen?  I give you Ms. Hannah Imalrite…  Chief Negotiator 

Extraordinaire!

ETHAN, JEFF, and TEDDY all turn and 
look at HANNAH with confusion and 
surprise.  HANNAH just looks back 
at them happily, with a sweet and 

innocent smile.

JAKE DANIELS:
Fellas?  Ya shoulda seen her!  When she kicked in, it was 

really somethin’ beautiful to behold.

DAISY BISKETT:
Hannah, honey?  I truly apologize for underestimatin’ you.  I 

admit to bein’ wrong, and I bow to your expertise.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
I don’t understand.  Are you tryin’ to say that Hannah 

straightened everything out?

JAKE DANIELS:

And then some!

TEDDY BUILDERMAN:

(Confused)

Hannah?

JEFF VESTIN:

(Confused)

How in the world?...

JAKE DANIELS:

(Showing pride)
I’m tellin’ ya!  Ya shoulda seen her!  
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One minute we were all standin’ there takin’ all this verbal 
abuse from everybody, and the next minute I look at Hannah 
and...  Well?... Somethin’ just came over her and she just... 
took off!

She started by tellin’ everybody how ungrateful they were.  
Then she reminded them... in great detail I might add, about 
what condition they were all in before this Board did what it 
did.

Then she went into a real verbal Tirade, lettin’ them know 
just how insulted we all are that they think we were not 
worth what we got paid to do it all.

And, finally, she painted a really nice picture of our Town’s 
successful finances because of all the maneuverin’ we all 
were willin’ to do on everybody’s behalf which, truth be 
told, saved everybody...  Big Time!

When she was done with them, they were all just standin’ 
there with their head’s low and their tails between their 
legs.  She had ‘em beggin’ us to forgive them and thankin’ 
all of us for all the sacrifices we all made.

And!...  The Grand Finale was that they all started to beg us 

to stay on and continue our “Good Work”.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Looking at HANNAH, confused)

Hannah?  I don’t understand.  Where’d you learn negotiatin’ 

skills like that?

HANNAH IMALRITE:
(Annoyed and cocky)

Let me ask you people somethin’?  Have you ever dealt... day, 
after day, after day, with a bunch of women who want their 
homes to look right, but they couldn’t make a decision if 
their lives depended on it?

I make their choices for them, and do a good job I might add, 
and still I get “Oh... I just don’t know.”

Well?  Let me tell you somethin’.  After a while you get 
hardened and you start to get firm and you find yourself 
saying, “This is what you want!...  Sign here!”

Negotiating skills?... You want negotiating skills?... I’ll 
show ya negotiating skills!

Become a Decorator!  And you’ll learn how to get people to do 
what you want ‘em to pretty darn quick!  Believe me!  
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It’s a matter of survival!

The other thing you have to understand is that over half the 
women I was addressin’ out there are current or former 
clients of mine.  I already have them trained to trust what I 
say.

After all!  If you’ll remember, it was me that introduced the 
idea of turnin’ that Estate into a Hotel Resort and Spa to 
begin with.  And you listened.  So, I ask you...  Why 
wouldn’t they listen to me, as long as what I said to them 

made sense?

JAKE DANIELS:

(Beaming with pride)
And, there ya have it!  All by her little self she put ‘em 

straight and they fell in line.  Just like that!

JEFF VESTIN:

(Beaming with pride)
Well, I’ll be darned!  Hannah?  It seems I owe you an 
apology.  I never gave you anywhere near as much credit for 

what you’re capable of.

HANNAH IMALRITE:

(Showing her vindication)

Thank you, Jeffrey.  Apology accepted.

DAISY BISKETT:
I have to tell you, Hannah darlin’, I can’t remember when I 

last felt so impressed.

HANNAH IMALRITE:

Why thank ya, Daisy.  That’s very kind.

TEDDY BUILDERMAN:

(Bursting with pride)

That’s my girl!

HANNAH IMALRITE:

(To Teddy, irritated)
“That’s my girl?”  I just saved your proverbial butt?  And 
all you can think of to say is somethin’ as trite as “That’s 

my girl”?  Seriously, Teddy?  Seriously!  Is that all you got?
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TEDDY BUILDERMAN:
(Surprised)

Well... I...  Uh...  Ummmm...

JEFF VESTIN:
(Smiling wide)

That’s it, Teddy ole boy.  You want me to tighten that Neuse 

for ya?  Or, would ya like to finish it off all by yourself?

(TEDDY scowls at JEFF.  JEFF just 

chuckles.)

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Looking somewhat broken and 

in shock)
Hannah, my dear.  I just want to thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for what you’ve been able to do to keep me out of 

handcuffs.

JAKE DANIELS:
Whataya talkin’ about, Ethan?  I heard you liked handcuffs.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(To JAKE, annoyed)

Not you too!  Where are you people hearin’ this stuff?

HANNAH IMALRITE:
(To DAISY)

I don’t understand.  What’s all this about handcuffs?

DAISY BISKETT:
(To HANNAH, chuckling)

I believe it has somethin’ to do with a long runnin’ rumor 
about Ethan and Lettie Johnson.  Rumor has it she was one 
really hot firecracker in her younger days.  I’d just drop it 

and move on if I were you.

HANNAH makes a gesture to DAISY as 

if to say, “OK, enough said.”

ETHAN TAYLOR:
By the way...  Has anybody seen Renee or Massoud?

In a synchronized move, they all 
look under the table at the same 

time.

ALL:
(Synchronized response)

NOPE!
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ETHAN TAYLOR:
Well, I don’t understand how they coulda’ just disappeared in 

all this.

Enter MASSOUD with RENEE following 

close behind.  RENEE is beaming.

MASSOUD HABIBI:
I wouldn’t say we disappeared, exactly.  Perhaps it would be 

better put that we just “Laid low!”, if you get my meaning.

ETHAN TAYLOR:

(Annoyed)

Oh, for Heaven’s sake!  What is it with you two?

RENEE TRACY:
(Excited, showing off a large 

diamond ring.)
I’d like to answer that, if ya don’t mind.  Look!  Everybody!  

We’re gettin’ married!

They all congratulate them at the 

same time.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
Well, if that don’t beat all.  We’re all here worryin’ about 
how to keep our rear ends out of the Pokey, and you two are 

off...  Well?...  Doin’ what ya always do!

DAISY BISKETT:
Oh, stop bein’ a stiff shirt, Ethan.  This day has really 
turned out wonderful in just every regard, and now...  We’re 

havin’ a Weddin’.  How great is that?

RENEE TRACY:
That reminds me, Ethan... Don’t you have a Minister’s 
license?

ETHAN TAYLOR:
Why, as a matter of fact, I do.  I got that thing when I was 
tryin’ to work my way through Law School.  You’d be amazed 
how much more money you can make runnin’ around doin’ 
Weddin’s and Funerals than workin’ in some Pizza parlor 
somewhere.

Why do you ask?
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RENEE and MASSOUD just stand there 
and smile at ETHAN until he figures 
it out.

ETHAN TAYLOR: (CONT’D)
Oh no!  You don’t expect me to...

RENEE and MASSOUD continue to stand 
there and smile at ETHAN until he 
figures it out.

You actually want me to perform your Weddin’?  Please tell me 
I’m livin’ under a misconception here.

MASSOUD HABIBI:
You must perform the ceremony, Ethan.  Renee and I are in 
total agreement that, after all we have been through together 
lately, you all must be part of our special day.
It would mean so much to us... Really!

We want Ethan to marry us, and Jeff!  I would like you to be 
my Best Man!

JEFF VESTIN:
Why not!  That’s me, alright.  Always a bridesmaid and never 
a bride.

RENEE TRACY:
Hannah!  After what you did for all of us today, and in an 
effort to let bygones be bygones, I would like you to be my 
Maid of Honor.

HANNAH IMALRITE:
Why, thank ya Renee, honey.  I would be delighted!

RENEE TRACY:
Daisy?  I want you to handle the catering, and also be my 
Bridesmaid.

DAISY BISKETT:
Of course!  I’d love to!  I’ll get to work on it right away.
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MASSOUD HABIBI:
Jake and Teddy?  Will you please participate as Ushers in the 
Bridal Party?

JAKE DANIELS:
Why not?

TEDDY BUILDERMAN:
Sure!  I’m in!

Everybody notices that ETHAN has a 
far off, dazed look on his face.

DAISY BISKETT:
Ethan, honey?  Are you alright?

ETHAN TAYLOR:
I’m not sure.  I’m sittin’ here tryin’ to figure out how we 
got from jail time to a weddin’.

TEDDY BUILDERMAN:
Don’t put too much brain power into it, Ethan. If I were you, 
I’d just go with it.

ETHAN TAYLOR:
(Sighs)

I suppose you’re right... A weddin’!

 

(ETHAN shakes his head in 
disbelief.)

With everything else that’s happened today... Now we’re 

talkin’ about havin’ a weddin’!  

Pause.

Oh, what the Hell!  Alright, then!  A weddin’ it is!

ETHAN bangs his gavel on the table.

BLACKOUT.

END SCENE
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